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An Analysis of the Rise and Fall of South
Korea’s Nuclear Power Exports

Hsin-Kuang Kuo
Associate Professor, Department of Diplomacy,
National Chengchi University

[Abstract)

In 1978, South Korea became the 21st nuclear power country
in the world. In addition to the continuous construction of nuclear
power plants, South Korea also actively pursued the independence of
nuclear power technology. Today, South Korea is not only the sixth
largest nuclear power producer in the world, but also has successfully
established its own nuclear power brand. In 2009, South Korea won a
$20 billion contract to build the first nuclear power plant in the Gulf
Arab region, evoking South Korea's ambitions to become a leading
role in the global market. However, in retrospect, exporting nuclear
power has been a rough ride for South Korea. Although the Mun Jae-
in Regime phasing-out nuclear power policy has cast a shadow on
nuclear power industry, weak market demand and strong competitors
are the main factors hindering South Korea’s nuclear power exports. If
South Korea wants to reverse disadvantage, in addition to maintaining
its leading position in nuclear power technology, it must also raise its

financing capacity and strengthen its foreign relations.

Keywords: South Korea, nuclear power, nuclear power plant, nuclear

reactor, nuclear power export
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